Meet the new SAT: April 12, 2016
Brought to you by your Dow High Counselors
FREE SAT Practice is
available!

Main Components of the

You can do all three for free!!

Reading Test
• All questions are multiple choice and based on passages.
• Informational graphics, such as tables, graphs, and charts,
accompany some passages— but no math is required.
• Prior topic-specific knowledge is never tested.
What the Reading Test Is Like
When you take the Reading Test, you’ll read passages and interpret
informational graphics. Then you’ll use what you’ve read to answer
questions.
Some questions ask you to locate a piece of information or an idea stated
directly. But you’ll also need to understand what the author’s words imply.
In other words, you have to read between the lines.
What You’ll Read
The Reading Test always includes:
• One passage from a classic or contemporary work of U.S. or world
literature.
• One passage or a pair of passages from either a U.S. founding
document or a text in the great global conversation they inspired.
The U.S. Constitution or a speech by Nelson Mandela, for example.
• A selection about economics, psychology, sociology, or some other
social science.
• Two science passages (or one passage and one passage pair) that
examine foundational concepts and developments in Earth science,
biology, chemistry, or physics.
Writing and Language Test
The SAT Writing and Language Test asks you to be an editor and improve
passages that were written especially for the test — and that include
deliberate errors.
Quick Facts
• All questions are multiple choice and based on passages.
• Some passages are accompanied by informational graphics, such as
tables, graphs, and charts — but no math is required.
• Prior topic knowledge is never tested.
What the Writing and Language Test Is Like
To answer some questions, you’ll need to look closely at a single sentence.
Others require reading the entire piece and interpreting a graphic. For
instance, you might be asked to choose a sentence that corrects a
misinterpretation of a scientific chart or that better explains the importance
of the data.
The passages you improve will range from arguments to nonfiction
narratives and will be about careers, history, social studies, the humanities,
and science.
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Test taking tips
Practice, Practice, Practice
There is no penalty for
guessing
Answer every question
Build your reading stamina
Analyze informational
graphics
Practice Editing
Put away your calculator
(some of the time)
Check your answers if time
permits

How the Test is Scored
Total score range is 400-1600
-Reading & Writing (200-800)
-Math (200-800)

main components continued…
Math Test
The SAT Math Test covers a range of math practices, with an emphasis on
problem solving, modeling, using tools strategically, and using algebraic
structure.
Quick Facts
• Most math questions will be multiple choice, but some — called
grid-ins — ask you to come up with the answer rather than select the
answer.
• The Math Test is divided into two portions: Math Test – Calculator
and Math Test – No Calculator.
• Some parts of the test include several questions about a single
scenario.
Focus
The Math Test will focus in depth on the three areas of math that play the
biggest role in a wide range of college majors and careers:
• Heart of Algebra, which focuses on the mastery of linear equations
and systems.
• Problem Solving and Data Analysis, which is about being
quantitatively literate.
• Passport to Advanced Math, which features questions that require
the manipulation of complex equations.
The Math Test also draws on Additional Topics in Math, including the
geometry and trigonometry most relevant to college and career readiness.
SAT Essay
The redesigned SAT Essay asks you to use your reading, analysis, and
writing skills.

essay continued…
You can count on seeing the same
prompt no matter when you take
the new SAT with Essay, but the
passage will be different every time.
All passages have these things in
common:
• Written for a broad
audience
• Argue a point
• Express subtle views on
complex subjects
• Use logical reasoning and
evidence to support claims
• Examine ideas, debates, or
trends in the arts and
sciences, or civic, cultural,
or political life
• Always taken from
published works
All the information you need to
write your essay will be included in
the passage or in notes about it.
How to Get the Most out of
Khan Academy
• Go to www.midlandps.org
and locate Clever under the
Students tab. Click on

What You’ll Do
• Read a passage.
• Explain how the author builds an argument to persuade an
audience.
• Support your explanation with evidence from the passage.
The Essay Prompt
The prompt (question) shown below, or a nearly identical one, is used every
time the new SAT is given.
Important:
As you read the passage below, consider how [the author] uses
• evidence, such as facts or examples, to support claims.
• reasoning to develop ideas and to connect claims and evidence.
• stylistic or persuasive elements, such as word choice or appeals to
emotion, to add power to the ideas expressed.
Write an essay in which you explain how [the author] builds an argument to
persuade [his/her] audience that [author’s claim]. In your essay, analyze
how [the author] uses one or more of the features listed above (or features of
your own choice) to strengthen the logic and persuasiveness of [his/her]
argument. Be sure that your analysis focuses on the most relevant features of
the passage. Your essay should not explain whether you agree with [the
author’s] claims, but rather explain how the author builds an argument to
persuade [his/her] audience.
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to be automatically linked
to your account.
Take some time to navigate
the site under “Test Prep:
New SAT”
You can take up to 4 free
full practice tests, but space
them out—don’t take them
all at once.
You can work on specific
modules to give you extra
practice in targeted areas

Another great source for SAT
information:

www.collegereadiness.collegeboard.org

